
COPD: Better talk  
means better treatment.

12 million americans are receiving treatment for COPD that is helping them to live longer and 

better with this serious lung disease. But, another 12 million have COPD and aren’t yet diagnosed. 

Why? a recent survey points to a communications gap between health care providers and patients. 

For tools to help start the conversation, visit COPD.nhlbi.nih.gov

2  Source: 2009 Porter Novelli DocStyles, survey of 1,000 primary care physicians (Agree with the statement: 
“Current treatments for COPD are helpful for optimizing a patient’s quality of life.”)  

tOP DIagnOSIS barrIerS 
heaLth Care PrOvIDerS enCOunter1

48% Patient does not fully 
report symptoms 

35% Patient doesn’t fully report 
smoking history

30% Patient has more 
immediate health issues

“COPD IS treatabLe” 

89%
PhySICIanS
agree2

P
57%

ubLIC  
DO nOt agree3

1 Source: 2012 Porter Novelli DocStyles, survey of 1,000 primary care physicians

3 Source: 2013 Porter Novelli HealthStyles, survey of 4,703 US adults nationwide

tOP
reaSOnS

Patients with COPD 
symPtOms aren’t  

telling the DOCtOr3

I didn’t 
think of it.

I don’t want  
another ‘quit 

smoking’  
message.

these  
problems will  
just go away  

in time.

I have had  
these problems 

for years.

COPD Learn More Breathe Better® is a trademark of HHS.

http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/public/lung/copd/index.htm



